
RACIAL PROFILING DATA/2003   
Agency:         Population:  

 

KEY INDICATORS Total White Black Hispanic Asian Am. Indian Other 

Stops   

Searches     

Arrests   

Statewide population %   

Local population %   

Disparity index   

Search rate   

Contraband hit rate   

Arrest rate   

Notes:     Population figures are from the 2000 Census for persons 16 years of age and older who designated a single race. 
Hispanics may be of any race.  Other includes persons of mixed race and unknown race.   
Disparity index = (proportion of stops / proportion of population). A value of 1 represents no disparity; values greater than 1          
indicate over-representation, values less than 1 indicate under-representation. 
 
Search rate = (searches / stops) X 100. 
Contraband hit rate = (searches with contraband found / total searches) X 100. 
Arrest rate = (arrests / stops) X 100.                                                                                     #Error indicates zero denominator. 

TRAFFIC STOP STATS Total White Black Hispanic Asian Am. Indian Other 
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age 16 and over

13.45 14.94 12.49 14.71 22.73 25.00 20.00

2.28 1.13 4.44 2.93 0.46 5.65 1.22

1246 457 665 80 2 384



                                                             
 

SEARCH STATS Total White Black Hispanic Asian Am. Indian Other 
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1096 342 674 67 2 2 9

4380 1241 2765 329 718 20

42196

Disparity indexes have not fluctuated significantly since the data collection began in 2000. However, these numbers should be interpreted cautiously. 
Specifically, relying on the census population for ages 16 and over as a benchmark does not provide a realistic picture of the driving population in 
Kansas City, Mo., at any given time. There are several major thoroughfares that run through the city, including I-29, I-35 and I-70 that contain a large 
percentage of drivers not reflected in the static census population used for comparison purposes. Also, Kansas City is contained within a 
metropolitan population of about 1.5 million, which adds to the commuter population on the major thoroughfares. Also, when examining search rates, 
the probable cause/authority to search reasons should be considered. A software transition from scanned forms to a fully automated data collection 
system results in arrests being counted only as a result of search. Arrest counts resulting from search causes of “incident to arrest” and “inventory” 
were understated due to officer interpretation of the new software. It should also be noted that the police department views traffic stop data collection 
as one of many tools to address the issue of racial profiling. Other tools used by the department include training, community programs, and policies.




